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INTRODUCTION
Moral panic can be defined as an expression of fear by the mass of people or a community over a threat that can be a person or a thing (Krinsky, 2016). A society may have fear over a certain trend that may impact negatively on them. Mostly in the modern day world, most of the rampant behaviours that scare society are massive drug abuse, disease outbreaks, natural disasters just to mention a few. These behaviours not only do they affect society directly but also lead to other crimes like street robbery, murders and others. Moreover, they take our beloved ones either through death or serving jail terms. This essay focuses on a drug crisis in the 1996 presidential campaigns. Moral panic affects society directly and indirectly.
MORAL PANIC (DRUG CRISIS)
In the year 1996, two potential people: President Bill Clinton and Senator Bob Dole were campaigning for presidential seats. They held a debate in Hartford Connecticut that was overseen by Jim Lehrer of PBS. The Democratic president was more credited for developing the economy and reducing the budget deficit left by George Bush. However, Senator Dole criticized President Bill due to his criminal record. He confirmed that Clinton had used Marijuana during his youth but did not actually inhale. He further asked the gathering whether that is the kind of leadership they needed not mentioning other illegal things that occurred during his administration and his past about drugs.
During his first reign, President Bill Clinton is accused of allowing smuggling of drugs in the US. For instance, Garry Webb’s landmark newspaper of 1996 accused the Central Intelligence Agency being involved in the cocaine crisis. The news did not end well for Garry since he lost his journalism career and his life as well. However, the CIA was compelled to confess that for over ten years, it had been shielding its friends from Nicaragua who had been smuggling cocaine in the United States.
Furthermore, Bob Dole confirms that Mexicans smuggle drugs into the US through the San Diego area. He further settles that if you are caught with 125 Pounds of marijuana and go back to Mexico, you will not be convicted. This is as a result of the US lawyers that releases them. However, the accusations were erroneous since the said attorney (Allan D. Bersin) produced his policy rules that proved it wrong. His parameters discouraged prosecutors from pressing charges if there is inadequate evidence and in case one has more than 125 pounds of drugs must be convicted. San Diego district attorney further confirmed that most cases he handled, people with less that125 pounds were prosecuted (Klinkner, 2018).
All the same, the senator again blames it on Bersin for increased drugs in California streets due to his ‘letting drug dealers free'. He later repeats the same accusation on the streets of San Diego. Consequently, San Diego Union-Tribune roasted Bob Dole for his accusations yet he did not stop making more. Research has it that Senator Dole's accusations on California were part of his manifesto to contest there. Pete Wilson, California Governor further criticizes Bob Dole and predicts that he would lose both the election and the honour he had earned (Stonecash, 2018).
In conclusion, moral panic affects society directly and indirectly. It is an expression of fear by a mass or a group of individuals over a person or a thing that is considered a threat. During the 1996 drug crisis debate, the rein of Bill Clinton is accused of having loads of smuggling drugs. Bob Dole uses these accusations against Bill Clinton but in the end, loses since they are seen as a way of scaring the public and a manifesto to win the poll.
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